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The anvexed sketch of the life of the distin-
guished American writer aflter whom our capital
is pamed, is from Appleton’s “ New American
Uyclopeedia,” aud should have been given in oar
colamns at an earlier day. No ofie will read it
withiout leeling proud that a pame 8o pure, so
snigent 1 literature, and so worthily and promi-
nently identified with the listory of Spanish
America, i8 to be perpetuated in this land of tra-
litional power and glory. It woald be difficult

o bod an appellation more appropriate, iu con-
iection with the home of the Aztee and Toltec
ir one better entitled to gratelul remembrance
by the American people :

William Hiekling Prescott, .. [,. D an Amer-
jcan storiun, son of William Prescott, L. L. D,
n Awerican lawyer, who died ju 1544, was born
10 Sulew, Mass., May 4, 1796, and died in Bos-

removed with s family to Boston, where be was
i} | 1o the academy of Dr. Gardiner, a pupil ol
He entered Harvard Colloge in 18]

ud was gradualed o 1514, In the last year of
his student life, while in the college dimng hall,
class-mate playfully threw at him a crust of
Lread, which struck one of his eyes, inflicting an
injury which deprived the eye of sight, except
30 much as sufficed to distingmzh light from
E!urklur:s. Excessive use of the other eye for
Enrpuaes of swudy brought on a rheumatic iufiam-

. 'arr

wation, which deprived him entively of sight for
Ssome weeks, and left the eye in too irritable a
slate to be employed in reading for several years.
Subsequently for some years he was unable Lo use
it for many bours of the day, but eventually it
became s0 weak that during the latter balf of
18 lite Mr. Prescott could only read for a few
oments at a time, and could scarcely sue to
writeat all.  >oon after leaving college he crossed
the Atlantic for the benefit of his eyes, and con-
gulted the most celebrated oceulists of London
and Paris, who however could give him no effec
tual relief. He travelled extensively in Fogland,
France and Italy, and resided several months at
Rowe and Naples. On his return to Boston af-
ter two years absence he married aud settled for
life in his fatber's family. He bad begun the
study of the law. but relinquisbed it in counse-
quence of the state of his eyesight, and resolved
to devote himsell to literature as a profession,
in which he could regalate his own hours in ref.
erence to what bie sight might enable him to ae-
comphish. He had early coneeived a passion for
historical writing, snd in 1819 detarmived to de-
vole the next ten years to the study of ancient
and modern literatures, and Lo give the succeed-
ing ten to the compasition of a histary. He eac-
cordingly applied himself to the study of Freneh
and [talian fiteratare, and at one time meditated
writing u life of Moliere, for which he made an
extensive collection of materials. This project
and another for the history of Italian literature,
he reluctantly

adi ich th volved. { hi . - :
amount of readin ir\:(l:lt l‘; 2 ﬂ‘:z l(z]hig:' fruiuzow vr: stances of the emperor’s retirement and death.

| B studies in' this _ _
* B given to the public in a series of essays in the

“ North American Review,” on ¥ Moliere,” ** Ital-

ian Narrative Poetry,” and “ Poetry and Ro
mance of the Italians,” which with othais on

kindred topics, were printed in a volame ofjwon fur hua everywhere in advance a welcome,

f B * Miscellavies,” (Londou and Boston, 1845) ol
, B which several editions have since been published.
' B About 1826 Mr. Prescott begau to study Span-

ish literatare and history, and aftermuch deliber.

atiou selected as the sabject of his first work the
He made at]hearenougb ol it

reign of ¥erdinand and lsabella.
great expense s collection of waterials, and be-

] 'HN’-'.

the illustration of the period o question, wheth-
er in the form of chronicle, memoir, private cor
’rw;mn-i-'s;-'u legal codes, or official docthments
!

to my ear than to that of & Spuniard, and we be-
gan our wearisome journey through Mariana’s
noble history. 1 cannot even now call to mind
without a smile the tedious hours in which,
seuted under some old trees in my country resi-
dence, we pursaed our slow and melancholy way
over pages which afforded no glimmering of light
to him. and from which the light came dimly
struggling to me through a half intelligible voeab-
alary. But ina few weeks the light became
stronger, aud I was cheered by the conseiousness
lof my own improvement; and when we had
toiled our way through seven quartos I found 1
could understand the book when read about tweo-
thirds as fast as ordinary Knglish.” At a later
pertod Mr. Prescott obtained the services of a
reader acquainted with Spunish and other lan.
lguages of cootinental Europe, and could with
this aid prosecute his studies with some degree
of facility. After more than ten years of labor
the *“ History of Ferdinand and Issbella”
was ready for press. A few copies were privately
printed and ghown to Mr. Sparks, Mr. Tickooer,
and other [riends, whose ecordwal approbation at

Lon, Jannary 2e 1400, s mother, who died |length eocouraged the diffident muthor to pub |as if out of doors. e always walked dlone, o
io 1852, wae daushter to Thomas Hickline, for {1ish the work. It ap~eared in Bastos apnd Lon-the codld ‘without dseonriowy avold baving a
many years U, 8. Cousul at the Azores, and wus [dou Loward the end of (%37, m 3 vels., Bvo., and jeompsni ou, becavse while walking bo occupied
eminently distinguished for benevolenco aad ue-|" as immediataly recaived with great {avor wnh(nig thoughis 0 compesilion, 18 father had

Vo guaanty. At Lhe age of 12 young I "roscoil the E"i}"‘?“' Den Prscual 4o Uayangee, tho ~mi i\h-.- SRR iu'\;u'.mul;. wud boll father aud son for

{pent Spanish sebholar, raviewed it in the ¥
|hurgh Beview,” and pronoanced it “ one of the

Me, Richard Jonsd, wloy was botler
versed io Spanish litevatore than aoy other Eag-
lishman of his day, pruised it lgkly in the
“ Quaterly Review,” as '@ work “that need not
fcar comparison with any that has issued from
the Buropean press sinee this eeatary began.”
The work was seon translated into German,
French and Spanish, aod the royal scademy of
history at Madrid elected the author a corres-
ponding memwber. Six years were next devoted
to the * History of the Conquest of Mexico,” (3
vols., Bvo, London and New York, 1843)) and
four years to the “ Cosquest of Pern,” (2 vols,,
8vo, london and New York. 1847). Thuse
works were received with the highest favor in all
parts of the civilized world, and pasises and hon-
ors were showeréd upon the suthor. He was
elected & member of nearly all the prineipal
Jearned bodies in Europe, and in 1545 was made
a corresponding member of the isstitute of
France. In 1850 Mr. Prescott made a short
visit to Europe, passing & few months in Eng-
land, Scotland and Belgmam. After his return
he applied himsell to the composition of & histo-
ry of the reign of Phillip I, which he bad long
meditated, and for which he hed made an exten
sive collection of books and manuseripts. The
first two volumes of this work appeared at Bos-
ton in 1855, and the third in 1858, The entire
history was intended to comprise six volumes,
bat was never finished. Oo February 4, 1858,
Mr. Prescott experienced a slight ghoek of par-
alysis. from the effects of which he soon recov.
ered and resumed his literary pursuits. Eleven
months afterwards, while at work with his See-
rotary in his study, he was struck speechless by
& second attack of paralysis, and died about an
hour afterward. Besdes his bistories, Mr. Pres«
cott wrote briel memories of his friends Jobn
Pickering sud Abboit Lawrence, and supplied

ftime.”

abandoned because of the great|\® 8 Boston edition of Robertson’s ~ History of

(Charlea V.” & sequel relating the true circum

In person Mr. Prescott was tall sod slender,
with a fresh and florid complexion, and lively,
graceful muooers.  * His personal dppearancs,”
says Mo, Baperolt, * was singularly pleasiog, avd

Ilis countenance bad something that
brought to mind the ’ beantifal disdain, that l.not-
ers on that of Apallo.  Bat while ke was high-
spirited, ha was tender and  gentle snd humane.
His voice was like masic, and one conld pever

and favor.

animated all aboot him. He could indglge

1ehe Neow Uork Tribuas : * Mr. Prescoit's ¢heer-

personal character was given soon after his death
by one of lis secretariés in & commaunication to

ness of disposition not only into his pablic but
into his private writings. In the huadreds of
letters, many of them of the most confidential
character, treating freely of other authors and a
great variety of persous, which I wrote at his
dictation, not a single unkind or barsh or sneer-
ing expression ocours. e was totally free from
the jealousy and envy so common among authors,
and was always eager, in conversalion as in
print, to point out the merita of the t cotem-
porary historians whom mauy men 1o his posi-
tion would have looked upon as rivale to be
dreaded, if not detested.” '

In his habits he was si methodical,
and reguiated his daily life by an exact division
of time." He ruse early, waked :ﬂ an alarm
clock, and clothed himself according to the
weather as indicated by the thermometer, putting
ou 80 many pounds of elothing more or less, his
garments being all marked with their weight in
 poonde and ounces. He walked five miles each
day o the pir, o, W the weather wag
stotmy, in the house, in the laiter case puttiog
on his hat, boots and gloves, and taking bis cage

Kdig- |

successiul lustorical prodactiecs of ouriusd ridmg off in opposite directions

many yeurs rode out at the same bour in the
moro: g, weuntiug their horses at the same door,
To b lit-
erary labors be gave five houars daily, divided into
Witeu neatly eqoal poruons of tume,and for two
hours a day listened to vovel reading, which he
thought stimulated his inugivation and enhanced
the animation of his style. His favorite novel-
ists were Scott, Dickens, Dumas and Sve. His

'a8 written in a large aud legible hand, on pa

His cheerfulness reached and{him several

accoants of daily expenditures were kept with
the greatest exacipess and one-tenth of his in-
come was always devoted o chanty. From the
middle of November to the middie of June he
resided in Boston, at No. 6 Beacon Street,
where he had accumalated one of the finest pri-
vale libraries in  America, heing especially rich
in lalian aod Spanish books. The summer
was always passed at Nahaot, where be had a
cot , and the antumn at Pepperell, in the
farma house in which his ancestor, the commander
at Bunker hill, was born and died. In the last
years of his life he abaodoned Nahaot, and es-
tablished his summer residence 1n the neighbor-
ing town of Swampscott. He carried his books
with him to bis seaside and rural residences, and
wrote there with his usual diligence. His mode
of composition was as follows : His secretary
first read to him all the books Lhat related to the
geveral subject, Mr. Prescott dictatiog occasion-
ol memoranda as the semding went on. ‘The
plao of the work was then sketched a division
into chapters made, and the authurities for the
first chapter gathered together and read to kim
carelully, whife he dictated copious votes of their
conteuts and of the reflections or descriptions sug-
gested by them. When the perusal of the au-
thorties was finished, the mass of uotes was read
and re-read to Mr. Prescott antil their snbstance
was fully fixed in bis mind. He then sat down

to write, using for the rurpooe & writing instru-
ment made [o%the biind, consisting of a frame of
the size of asheet of quarto letter paper, trav-
ersed by a8 bress wires as there were
to be lines on the ,and with a sheet of car-
bonated paper, such as is used for getting dupli-
cates, pasted on the reverse gide. With an ivo-
ry or agute stylus he traced his characters be-
tween the wires on the carbonated sheet, making
wdellible marks on l.b; white p;.gedbdow. “l.
wrote with rapidity, in 8 hand so illegible
that none gould read it but himself and his sec-
retury. The latter copied the manuscript as fast

r
{80 raled that there was twice the usual space m
{tween the lines, to afford room for interlineation.
| When the ter was finished, it was read to
mes, carefully revieed, and egain
before being sent to the . He

oond

l“”"" says Mr. Bancroft, “ is transparent tc ev-

reader. Compare what he has written with
wiat others bave left on the same subject, and
Prescotll's sup-:rluril.y beama upon you from the
contrast. The easy flow of his lanpuage, sud the
fanitleas lacidity of his atyle, may maks the read-
er forget the wnremittios toil which the parrat’
hao cost ; but the erition] inquirer sses overywhe
tho (rmita of investigation rigidly and most per
sevoringly pursted, apd an impartiality an
soundpess of jadgment which give authority to

Edward Everett, in an address before the Massa-

gracious toall around him. He carriéd his kind. |chusetts Historical Society, shortly after Mr.

Prescott’s death, said : “ 8o long as in ages far

distant, and not only in countriee now refined

and polished, but in those not yet brought into

the domain of civilization, the remarkable epoch

which he has described shall attract the attention

of men ; 8o long a8 the consolidation of the Span-

sh movarchy and the expulsion of the Moors,

the mighty theme of the discovery of America,
the wonderful genius of Uolambus, the mail-clad

forms of Cortes and Pizarro, and the other grim

conquistadores, trampling new-found empires un-
der the hoofs of their cavairy, shall be subjects of
literary interest ; so long as the blood shall cur-
dle at the craelties of Alva, and the fierce strug-
gles of the Moslem in the Kast; so long will the
writings of our friend be read. With respect to
some of them, time, in all human probabilivy, will
add nothing to his materials. It was said the
other day by our respected associate, President
Sparks, (a competent sutliority,) that po histor-
ian, ancient or modern, exceeded Mr. Prescott
in the depth and sccaracy of his regearches. Hs
has criven his Artesian eritieism through
wretched modern compilations, and the trashy
exaggerations of interveniog commentators, dowo
to the original contemporary witnesses ; and the
sparkling waters of truth have gusbed up from
the living rock. In the detuils of his narrative
forther light may be obtained from sources not
yet negesatble, The firet letter of Cortez may
e brought to light ; the hisrog yphics of Pales-
qus may be decipherad, bat the histers of tha
Spamsh empire. during the peried for which be
has treated it, will be read by ity for gen-
eral wformution, not in the ancient Spanish au-
thors, not in black letter chronicles, but in the
volumes of Prescott.”

Ax o0ld gentleman went out shooting partridg-
es sccompanied by bis son. The gun was
charged hall way up the muzzle, and when at
last the old gentlemen started some birds he took
a rest and blazed away, expecting to see some
fall of course, but not so did it happen, for the
gun recoiled with sach foree as to kick him over.
The old man up, and while rubbing the
sparks out of his eyes, inquired of his gon :
“ Dick, did I point the fight end of the gun to
the birds 1”

A PRENCHMAN once saw & gentleman walk ap
to an open #nuff-box 1w the hands of another,
and take a pinch of sooff, having prefaced the
act with the words “ May I take the liberty 7'’
On the next day the Frenchman went into a to-
bacco and asked for half a pound of that

liberty.

A sox of the Emerald Isle, telling bis adven-
tures in America, said : “The frst feathered
bird T ever saw in Ameriky was a porkintine, [
treed him under a haystack, and shot him with
a barn shovel ; the first 1 shot him I missed him,
and the second time 1 shot him I hit him where
I missed him before.”

Dr. Soswint sued Dr. Adam, st Chicago, for
damages for a cowhiding, and the jury decided
that Adam should swallow three boxes of pills
prepared by Schmidt. The court sickened, but

the jury that this would do for a joke but
not & verdict, and sent them out again.

Ar Cologne, the other day,a young lady of
family was seostenced to a moath's iwpris-
onment for robbing a live ostrich, an inmate of
the Zoological Gardens there, of some of his fia-
est plames.

“ Y woxpEr thig child don't go to sleep,” said
an anxions mother to a female acquuintanos
“ Well, I don't,”’ said the woman, “ its face is su
dirty it can’t shut its ayes.”

—— i ——

THE vearest a certain man in this eity ever op

every statement and m:ight. to every conclusion.” -

pled ng
ini | i ith his friends | plagfuiness, and could niso speak eurtestly and{took comparstively littis - “Mis style,|proached to luck was to find a counterfoit nots
fﬁ:ﬂ"&’%gﬁ at: :nﬁuﬁl?inﬂhe pro(;u to gro%undly ; ‘but he knew ug? how ‘to ‘be un- .Mmunrh?m hﬁiﬂ to ‘ascertain thejon a broken bank. He thinks if any body else
she Ristory, " whasever pat materially conduce to|grasiens or pedantic.” 1A similar scoount of Bis!truth of history. <4 The excellence of his produc- | had fonnd it it wonid have been @ gold ricce
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